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Abstract 

 
The North American raccoon is an introduced carnivore species in Germany and one of 

the most omnivorous mammals worldwide. Due to a vast increase of raccoon numbers over 
the last years, a controversial discussion arose regarding the influence of the new 
inhabitants on indigenous and especially protected species, as well as the potential 
transmission of diseases and parasites. Despite being a component of the Union list of 
invasive alien species, extensive evidence-based knowledge about the actual consequences 
of raccoon settlement, primarily in natural landscapes, and the possible occupation of an 
ecological niche is still lacking. Aiming to elucidate the wildlife biology of this introduced 
species, a long-term and integrated research project  was  conducted  from  2006  to  2017  in  
the  northeastern  area  of  distribution (Müritz National Park, Mecklenburg-Western 
Pomerania; www.  projekt-waschbaer.de). The Müritz National Park has been colonized by 
raccoons since the late 1970s and is an ideal habitat for raccoons due to its abundance of 
water and old deciduous trees. The overarching goal of this wildlife biology study was to 
collect valid population biology data in order to provide a basic ecological characterization 
of the raccoon from a conservation and species protection per- spective (Michler 2018). 
Based on superordinate topics (including among others spatial and social behaviour, 
reproduction, population structure and dynamics, epidemiology, feeding ecology & 
parasitology) and 16 subprojects, unique insights into the population biology of raccoons in 
Europe could be obtained. In depth investigations regarding the nutrition ecol- ogy and 
parasitology were conducted with scat analysis as the most informative approach. This is 
so far the only study where raccoon prey categories were linked to available resources in 
the study area, which is a prerequisite for assessing local impact (Michler 2020). The 
talk highlights the ecological background of raccoons in Germany and shows the correlation 
between predation and potential influence. 
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Vorpommern) unter spezieller Berücksichtigung des Artenschutzes und des 
Endoparasitenbefalls.  Wildforschung in Mecklenburg- Vorpommern, Band 5: 147 S  

 
* Speaker: berit.michler@thuenen.de  

mailto:berit.michler@thuenen.de
http://www/
mailto:berit.michler@thuenen.de

	1st European Raccoon (Procyon lotor) colloquium
	The social sex. About male bonding behavior in raccoons
	U. Hohmann1*, F.U. Michler2, B. Michler3
	1 Research Institute for Forest Ecology and Forestry, Hauptstrasse 16, D- 67705 Trippstadt, Germany
	2 Eberswalde University for Sustainable Development, Faculty of Forest and Environment, Alfred-Möller- Straße 1, 16225 Eberswalde, Germany
	3 Thünen Institute of Forest Ecosystems, Alfred-Möller-Straße 1, 16225 Eberswalde, Germany

	Raccoon (Procyon lotor) in Hungary: signs of a slowly emerging population
	Kriszti´an Katona1,2*, Mikl´os Heltai1, 2, Zsolt Biro´1, 2, L´aszl´o Galambos3, Zsolt Horva´th1, Mihaly M´arton1, 2, Gergely Schally1, 2, and S´andor Cs´anyi1, 2
	1Hungarian University of Agriculture and Life Sciences, Institute for Wildlife Management and Nature Conservation, Department of Wildlife Biology and Management, P´ater K´aroly street 1., G¨od¨oll˝o, Hungary – Hungary
	2National Laboratory for Health Security, Hungarian University of Agriculture and Life Sciences, P´ater K´aroly street 1., G¨od¨oll˝o, Hungary – Hungary
	3Ócsa Nature Conservation Hunting Association - Hungary

	A multidisciplinary approach for raccoon (Procyon lotor) management in Casentino Valley, Tuscany, Italy
	The raccoon in Northern Italy: research and management to achieve eradication
	Francesco Bisi1*, Maria Vittoria Mazzamuto2, Mattia Panzeri1, Damiano Giovanni Preatoni1, Lucas Armand Wauters1, and Adriano Martinoli1
	1Environment Analysis and Management Unit, Guido Tosi Research Group, Department of Theoretical and Applied Sciences, Insubria University – Italy
	2Haub School of Environment and Natural Resources, University of Wyoming – United States

	Estimating Raccoon (Procyon lotor) population densities with capture-mark- recapture, catch-effort removal and camera-trap methods: first lessons
	Living with raccoons: lessons from North America
	Parasitological and microbiological investigations in raccoons from northeast and southwest France
	C. Richomme*1, (in alphabetic order) Ayral F.2, Bournez L.1, Egal F.3, Ferté H.4, Fournier Chambrillon C.5, Fournier P.5, Frantz A.6, Gautrelet M.5,7,8, Gritti T.9, Isère-Laoué E.5, Le Loc’h G.10, Thenon N.10, Umhang G.1
	1 Anses, Nancy laboratory for rabies and wildlife, Malzéville, France
	Keywords:  Procyon lotor; Baylisascaris procyonis; Leptospira; parvovirus; ticks

	Molecular and serological detection of viral diseases in raccoon populations
	Raccoons in the Netherlands: an invasive alien species with public health significance
	Raccoon Procyon lotor predation cases in Western Poland
	Jan Cichocki1, Agnieszka Waz˙na1, Mateusz Cieplin´ski1, and Bart-lomiej Go-ldyn2
	1Institute of Biological Sciences, University of Zielona G´ora – Poland
	2Department of General Zoology, Faculty of Biology, Adam Mickiewicz University – Poland

	Unusual shelter of the raccoon Procyon lotor in the forests of western Poland
	Jan Cichocki1, Agnieszka Waz˙na1, Mateusz Cieplin´ski∗1, Krzysztof Nowakowski1, and Przemys-law Kurek2

	The emergence of raccoon in Flanders (Belgium)
	1Research Institute for Nature and Forest – Belgium

	Reproductive characteristics and age determination in invasive raccoon populations (Procyon lotor) from northeast and southwest France
	C. Fournier Chambrillon1*,  C. Baduel1, C. Caillot2, J-M. Demerson2, F. Egal3, M. Gautrelet1,4,5, T. Gritti6, G. Le Loc’h7, J-F Maillard8, C. Richomme2, M. Tauzin1, N. Thenon7, G. Umhang2
	1 GREGE, Villandraut, France, *cfournier-chambrillon.grege@orange.fr
	2 Anses, Nancy laboratory for rabies and wildlife, Malzéville, France
	3 ADPAG, Mongauzy, France
	4 URCA-CERFE, Boult-aux-Bois, France
	5 URCA-GEGENAA, Reims, France
	6 OFB, Metz, France
	7 ENVT, Toulouse, France
	8 OFB, Nantes, France

	Abstract
	Mitochondrial and nuclear analysis of raccoons from Italian and European zoos as a tool to trace the origin of new invasion waves
	Luisa Garofalo1, Nadia Cappai2, Marco Mencucci3, Emiliano Mori4, Lorenzo Attili1, and Rita Lorenzini1
	1Istituto Zooprofilattico Sperimentale del Lazio e della Toscana – Italy
	2Parco Nazionale delle Foreste Casentinesi, Monte Falterona e Campigna, Pratovecchio Stia, Arezzo, Italy – Italy
	3Reparto Carabinieri Parco “Foreste Casentinesi”, Pratovecchio Stia, Arezzo, Italy – Italy
	4Istituto di Ricerca sugli Ecosistemi Terrestri IRET, Consiglio Nazionale delle Ricerche, Sesto Fiorentino (Florence), Italy and National Biodiversity Future Center, Palermo, Italy – Italy

	Injuries of raccoons (Procyon lotor) trapped with the Duke DP trap™: animal welfare concerns.
	2 Parco Nazionale delle Foreste Casentinesi, Monte Falterona e Campigna, Pratovecchio Stia, Arezzo, Italy
	Keywords:  captivity escape; Lombardy; Tuscany; eradication; Baylisascaris procyonis

	The role of raccoon latrines in the transmission of the Baylisascaris procyonis parasitosis to native vertebrate species – a preliminary study
	Using genetic tools to infer the colonisation histories of the raccoon and its Baylisascaris procyonis roundworm parasite in Western and Central Europe
	Alain Frantz1* and Mike Heddergott1
	1Musée National d’Histoire Naturelle de Luxembourg – Luxembourg

	Microsatellites and mitochondrial evidence of multiple introductions of the invasive raccoon Procyon lotor in France
	Jeremy Larroque1*, Pascale Chevret2, Juliette Berger2, Sandrine Ruette3, Tim Adriaens4, Koen Van Den Berge4, Vinciane Schockert5, François L´eger3, Géraldine Veron6, Cécile Kaerle7, Corinne R´egis8, Manon Gautrelet9, Jean-François Maillard10, and Séba...
	1Department of Wildlife Sciences, University of Göttingen – Germany
	2LBBE – Laboratoire de Biométrie et Biologie Evolutive – France
	3OFB – Office Français de la Biodiversité (OFB) – France
	4Research Institute for Nature and Forest – Belgium
	5Study Department of Natural and Agricultural Environment, Public service of Wallonia – Belgium
	6Institut de Systématique, Evolution, Biodiversité – Institut de Systématique, Évolution, Biodiversité, UMR 7205 ISYEB MNHN – France
	7Animal Genomics Laboratory, ANTAGENE – Animal Genomics Laboratory, ANTAGENE – France
	8LBBE – Laboratoire de Biom´etrie et Biologie Evolutive – France
	9GREGE, URCA-CERFE – GREGE, URCA-CERFE – France
	10OFB – Office Francais de la Biodiversité (OFB) – France

	Genetic studies of European raccoon population –  demography and adaptation in invasive range
	Aleksandra Biedrzycka1*, Maciej Konopin´ski1, Joanna Ko-lodziejczyk1, Anna Fijarczyk2, and Eric Hoffman3
	1Institute of Nature Conservation Polish Academy of Sciences – Poland
	2Laval University – Canada
	3University of Central Florida – United States

	Genomic diversity of invasive raccoon populations and its pathogen diversity – importance for the invasion success
	Some facts on Procyon lotor ecology in southern Belgium: what do raccoons eat, how do they move and at which population density do they live?
	GPS tracking and multiscale study of space use and habitat selection by three populations of raccoons (Procyon lotor) across contrasted landscapes
	Manon Gautrelet1,2,3*, Chlo´e Baduel1, Lucille Capitaine2, Rose Delamare2, Ma¨elle Dupuy1, Pascal Fournier1, R´emi Helder2, Pauline Hubert2, Estelle Is`ere-Laou´e1, and Simon Maudet2
	1GREGE– Groupe de Recherche et d’Etude pour la Gestion de l’Environnement – France
	2Centre de Recherches et de Formations en Éco-éthologie – Université de Reims Champagne-Ardenne – France
	3Groupe d’Étude sur les Géomatériaux et Environnements Naturels, Anthropiques et Archéologiques - EA 3795 – Universit´e de Reims Champagne-Ardenne :  EA3795 – France

	Space utilization by GPS collared raccoons in two protected areas in Germany
	Maren Kettwig1*, Johannes Lang1, and Michael Lierz1
	1Working Group for Wildlife Research, Clinic for Birds, Reptiles, Amphibians and Fish, Justus-Liebig-University, Frankfurter Strasse 114, 35392 Giessen – Germany

	The raccoon in Limburg (NL) in 2019-2022
	M. La Haye1*, D.L. Bekker2, R. Delbroek2, R. Janssen2
	1 Dutch Mammal Society, Nijmegen, the Netherlands,  email: Maurice.Lahaye@zoogdiervereniging.nl
	2 Bionet Nature Research, Stein, the Netherlands
	Keywords:  trapping; DNA analysis, raccoon roundworm; online portal

	Hunting vs. pest control as measures to control invasive alien species: lessons from a German perspective
	Johannes Lang1*
	1Working Group for Wildlife Research, Clinic for Birds, Reptiles, Amphibians and Fish, Justus Liebig University, Frankfurter Strasse 114, 35392 Giessen – Germany

	Trapping of IAS coypu (Myocastor coypus) and raccoon (Procyon lotor) in live traps – conclusions on animal welfare
	F. Gethöffer1*, F. Schöttes1, U. Siebert1
	1 Institute for Terrestrial and Aquatic Wildlife Research, University of Veterinary Medicine Hannover, Foundation


	Abstract

